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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 January 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 5 and 6 is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1.7.10-12.19.21.23-26.30.32.34.39.40.44.45 and 47 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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Art Unit: 3676 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to applicant's RCE filed on January 8, 2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1,10-12,21,23-26,34,39,40, and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US Pat No 4,073,521 to Mena. 

Regarding claims 1,21,34 and 47, Mena discloses a door locking system 
comprising an assembly (13) including a latching structure (33,34); a door (14) 
movably coupled to the assembly and including a latch member (32,35) for 
engagement with the latching structure in a closing position of the door, when the 
door is latched to the assembly; and a movable member (16) coupled to the door for 
applying a force towards the opening direction of the door to maintain the 
engagement of the first and second undercut features to keep the door latched. 

As to claims 10,24 and 39, Mena discloses that the movable member (16) is an 
expandable member. 

As to claims 11,25 and 40, Mena discloses that the expandable member is a 
bladder (16). 

As to claims 12 and 26, Mena discloses that the system further comprises a 
pneumatic circuit (39) for controlling the movable member. 
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As to claim 23, Mena illustrates that the system further comprises a handle (29) 
attached to the second engagement means (by means of the door 14). 
4. Claims 1,7,10-12,19,21,24-26,30,32,34,39,40,44,45 and 47 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat No 5,150,796 to Pierson (Pierson 
796). 

Regarding claims 1,21,34 and 47, Pierson 796 discloses a door locking system 
comprising an assembly (5) including a latching structure (30); a door (3) movably 
coupled to the assembly and including a latch member (12) for engagement with the 
latching structure in a closing position of the door, when the door is latched to the 
assembly; and a movable member (9) coupled to the door for applying a force 
towards the opening direction of the door to maintain the engagement of the first and 
second undercut features to keep the door latched. 

As to claims 7,19,30,32,44 and 45, Pierson 796 discloses that the movable 
member (9) is operably coupled to contact an element (21) positioned between the 
movable member and the assembly when applying the force. 

As to claims 10,24 and 39, Pierson 796 discloses that the movable member (9) 
is an expandable member. 

As to claims 11,25 and 40, Pierson 796 discloses that the expandable member 
is a bladder (9). 

As to claims 12 and 26, Pierson 796 discloses that the system further comprises 
a pneumatic circuit (connected to 10) for controlling the movable member. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5 and 6 are allowed. 

6. Claims 8,9,20,31,33, and 46 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. At the instant, the prior art fails to disclose that the latch member includes a handle 
for operating the latch (claim 5), that the movable member will contact a pump 
(claims 8,20,32,33 and 46) and that the system comprises a handle that is not 
capable of moving the latch member when the movable member is applying force 
(claim 9). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed on January 8, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that Mena fails to disclose a latching mechanism that 
engages to hold the door in the closed position and that is made inoperable by the 
inflated bladder (Page 12 Line 20). At the instant, Mena clearly discloses a latching 
mechanism (32-35) that engages to hold the door in the closed position and that is 
made inoperable by the inflated bladder (16). Therefore, the argument is not 
persuasive. 

The applicant also argues that Mena discloses that the bladder produces a net 
inward force, rather than a net outward force (Page 13 Line 12). 
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As saw in the attachment #1 on the last Office Action mailed on July 7, 2006, the 
bladder when is inflated, will exerts a force in different directions, similar to the 
bladder of the instant application. At least one of the forces is in the opening direction 
and is operativelv to maintain the engagement of the latch. Therefore, the argument 
is not persuasive. 

As to claims 1,9,32,44 and 45, a new rejection has been made on the record in 
view of Pierson 796. At the instant, Pierson 796 discloses an assembly having a 
latching structure, a door (a movable barrier) having a latch member engaged to the 
latching structure, a movable member applying a force to maintain the engagement, 
and an element (21) positioned between the movable member and the assembly. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7058. The examiner can normally be reached on 10-7pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
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Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Carlos Lugo 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3676 



January 25, 2007. 



